The article is devoted to the feats of arms of the Soviet soldiers during the Great Patriotic War. It was written by Andrey Sidorchuk for the news agency RIA Novosty. 
The author tells us about the war and after-war lives of the seven Soviet people, covering gun-ports by their bodies and thus repeating the heroic deed of Alexander Matrosov, who was the first to do this and died. According to historians, more than 400 people acted in a similar way, but, unfortunately, have not become so well-known.

The article introduces us to the lives of seven different heroes, namely master sergeant Leontiy Kondratyev, private George Maisuradze, junior lieutenant Stepan Kochnev, private Alexander Udodov, master sergeant Vladimir Maiborskyi, sergeant Tovie Rais and corporal Sabalak Orasalinov. All these people risked their lives for the sake of their motherland and their comrades. They were ready to die when rushing for gun-ports, but, unlike Alexander Matrosov, survived. They committed a common heroic deed. Their further fates were, however, different. 
Leontiy Kondratyiev was seriously wounded, but survived and continued to struggle after leaving hospital. He was rewarded a Hero of the Soviet Union, the highest reward at that time. War luck is unpredictable and in 1943 Leontiy Kondratiev was killed.

Georgiy Maisuradze turned out to be luckier. He survived the whole war and returned to his native village in Georgia where he worked as a forester and died at the age of 58. 

Stepan Kochnev had a very dramatic fate. He survived after his heroic deed, but later was a prisoner-of-war in several German concentration camps and was freed in 1945. After the war, he returned to his civil profession, working as an accountant.

Alexander Udodov spent his after-war life working as a miner in Donetsk. He died at the age of 67 on the 40th anniversary of the Great Victory.
Vladimir Maiborskiy was a real hero of our country. He struggled in a guerilla detachment, was a prisoner-of-war, escaped and served in the Red Army. After the war he worked on a collective farm and died at the age of 75.

Tovie Rais was decorated with an order of Honor. After the war he worked as an economist in the healthcare system and died at the age of 61.

Sabalak Orsalinov’s heroic deed was recognized only after 41 years. He was decorated with an order of the great Patriotic War. He was a great soldier and a great person. After the war he worked at a tee-weighing plant and at the railway station. He brought up seven kids.
Our heroes are alive as long as we remember and commemorate them. This article is an illustrious example of  people’s memory. It inspires us, especially younger generation, to dig deeper into our past as a whole and into the lives of our heroic ancestors in particular.

