Past and Present
Ancient civilizations are regarded as both great mystery and a precious treasure, which we have been passed to and, as the right time comes, are expected to pass on to a younger generation. In this way, the mysterious circle will go on.

The mysteries of ancient civilizations as well as these civilizations themselves are numerous, various and, in my opinion, are too complicated and intricate to be embraced by several paragraphs of a brief essay.  Many of them are subject to deep scientific researches. That is why I would rather focus on a psychological and emotional impact our ancestors have always had upon us.

First of all, I strongly believe that we are not alone. A farmer in some small remote village can dream of the ancient vines out the window and a house built by his ancestor countless years ago. Many people recreate similar images, but do not take them seriously. Yet, it might be a way our ancient relatives are trying to communicate with us and help us out in difficult situations. 

The world we live in is constantly moving and changing and demands the same from us. And while we may find pleasure in this mobility, we still need some constancy. So, our ancestors left some daily signposts, indicating that in many ways we are not different, not better or worse that those who came before us. We face the same problems, both physical such as health and well-being and moral ones, which include love, hate, loyalty, honor and so on. No wonder, these issues are often called eternal.
 
When we look at some ancient temple, church or palace in Greece, Egypt, Italy or China, it ignites our admiration for those who built it making us feel both small and great as individuals. It also makes us wonder about the people living at that time, their lifestyles, customs and traditions, joys and sorrows. As a result, we find out that we have much more similarities than differences with our unknown ancestors.
Ancient civilizations show us that we are all natural links in a long chain of being, needing the same comforts, knowledge and values. Their achievements prove that while the physical world around us may constantly alter, we as human beings remain the same at our hearts and souls.

As for me, I imagine my life as a two-dimensional circle, in which the past looks like present. Every new problem or issue usually turns out to have an old wise answer. Shadows from the past are with us, but we do not always see them. If we do, however, we are sure to feel that we have been in this world before as a part of ancient civilizations, we so much admire, discuss and research.
