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Us and Them: The Bond between Generations

 “One day you look in the mirror 
and you see your parents' sadness 
in your eyes.” 


― Hannah Lillith Assadi, Sonora

The words of an American-born fiction and poetry writer Hannah Lillith Assadi have a certain philosophical implication about them. To me, the concept of mirroring seems most appropriate when it comes to the bond between ancestors and descendants. This issue and its aspects are too public and at the same time too private a thing to speak of – that is why an insight into it can be provided merely by gaining an overview. 
Actually, the “public” aspect of the matter is far less complicated to dwell on. From this perspective, the widely discussed phenomena of generation gap and generation bond appear to be the different sides of the same coin. The conflict of values and the younger generation having some incomprehensible whims, worshipping new idols, overthrowing old principles – and later growing up, seeing with their own eyes life in all its complexity, experiencing things and almost always realizing that their parents have never been such fools after all – that is what the “global” side of the problem is about. This – and, of course, sharing knowledge and making history.   
With the other, “private” side it is not all so crystal clear. No doubt, it is an inevitable universal truth: we cannot but agree that each of us carries some of our parents` traits inside us – and some traits of their parents as well, and of their parents, and much further back. However, it does not refer to the DNA and other biological matters only. There are numerous aspects of the bond between ancestors and their descendants; it is not simply our being the flesh and blood of our parents and their being the flesh and blood of their own mother and father. Coupled with the physiological side of the issue, there is also a psychological, spiritual side of it. As an illustration, I would like to offer a practical example. Among painters it is considered a proven fact that a look in the mirror helps to find the faults within a picture, to notice the things invisible to a naked eye. That is why sometimes what seems to be our own deepest fears and greatest problems is the reflection of the same very fears and problems – and even ambitions of our parents and grandparents. What I am driving at is that reflections can be distorted – and then, struggling with what you think should not belong to you, you won`t ever see what it means to be yourself in full measure. Reflections can also be almost perfect – and then looking into the mirror or into your parents` eyes you will understand and accept what your ancestors have given you – and you will be grateful for it. 

All things considered, I cannot but point out that the issue of the bond between ancestors and descendants is extremely controversial and requires a detailed analysis from many points of view.
